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Meltdown 

While the world watches the threat of total nuclear meltdown in Japan we in America are currently living through a moral meltdown. The truth of that statement was brought home to me recently by a question Sue put to me. “Why,” my better half – my Prime Rib – inquired, “are gays rushing to get married while heterosexuals are running away from the altar?” Heterosexuals find living together “practical” while gays want to embrace the “tradition” of marriage. What? You can’t deny it’s happening but why? Well let me share a few possibilities. 

For one thing all people by nature hate God and God’s ways. Romans 3:9 – 18 makes this rather strong assertion clear. We want life on our terms because in our fallen state we think we are God. We may be a nice, moral person but even the best man or woman who remains uncommitted to God through Christ is defying God’s will. God calls on one and all to surrender their lives to Him but they refuse. Oh they may not be arrogant about it or openly defiant but fundamentally they think they are just fine. They are sadly mistaken. But it’s just a case of having life on terms other than those set by the Creator of the universe and such defiance betrays the enmity against God that exists in every fallen human heart. All humans have a “god complex” and that is especially so when the issue impacts morality. We think we know best. So be gay, be straight, marry or shack-up or hook-up who cares? It’s your life right? It’s enough to make angels weep. 

A second reason for the moral confusion is that society has embraced a philosophy of radical individualism. This philosophy holds that people are in and of themselves to decide what is right or wrong for them. Social mores, moral traditions, common sense and especially Christian ethics – read “oppressive traditions” – must fall before the all-wise, all-capable, all-knowing individual’s lust for total moral freedom. Note here too the God complex that reappears. 
The third reason for the moral morass we face today is an ego-stroking idea that we are currently at the top of the moral food chain. The idea of “moral progress” is the reigning mythology of our day. It says we are so much more enlightened morally and spiritually than we were even five years ago. So embracing gay marriage, radical individualism, relativism in all things moral is not just logical but ironically a moral duty. How often do you hear someone think they settled a moral issue by saying, “Well, it’s the 21st century for crying out loud!” But an honest assessment of culture shows we are not making progress but devolving morally. 

The final reason I will note is that of moral relativism. This view holds that no values are set in stone but wax and thus easily rewritten according to the situation, personal likes and dislikes, or the current cultural moral craze like going green and gay marriage. So in this view it doesn’t matter if you draw your values from Mother Teresa or Motley Crüe just be true to yourself. 

But wait. Look at the lives of people who reject classic Christian values? Are their lives so much more “together” than those who truly seek to follow Christ? How do they handle crises in their lives? How do they have “fun”? If the example of those who reject biblical values was that of people filled with purpose, meaning, contentment, hope, joy, and peace then we would have to say they are onto something. The evidence of their lives shows something very different however. So Christian rejoice in the values you have embraced. By your life show the world what matters and how to live. While the world suffers it moral meltdown, you will be given strength to stand. 
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