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Motel Cuts Porn! That’s Good, Right?
Newsweek just announced that the Marriot hotel chain will begin phasing out in-room porn channels. That seems like a real victory for those of us committed to biblical values. But wait before you email Marriot thanking them for their move back to sanity regarding porn. The reason they are making this move is purely financial. Marriot cited technology trends and the fact that revenue from the movies was down as the basis for their change in policy. 
The report noted:

Seismic shifts in the ways Americans access porn (hello, Internet) mean that guests traveling with their own portable peep shows have little need for pay-per-view videos at notoriously sky-high rates – or for the uncomfortable moments at the front desk when it is time to pay the bill… A traveling businessman already has his favorite adults sites cached on his laptop. 

Obviously Christians are not exempt from any temptation but the question is how do we handle temptations?  The reality is that victory over temptation is an inside job. We must determine in our inner person not to take the route of any activity forbidden by God. How do we do this? Read on!
Yesterday my wife and I were talking and she told me of reading how just stopping some ungodly behavior is not the goal of the Christian life. Just not doing something or stopping any immoral activity or thoughts is not just moralistic and legalistic but can lead to pride. “I overcame temptation X so anyone can!” Sorry, no pun nor the porn industry was intended! No it’s not about self-affected morality; about what we don’t do as much as what we do. We are to concentrate on being like Christ. This is the way to defeat any temptation we encounter. This is more than “Just say no.” It is a positive affirmation to follow the example of the greatest life ever lived; the life of Christ. 
To this day I have a couple of drummers I learn from. I don’t improve my drumming by just refusing to make certain mistakes. No! I focus on what these musical legends do in their playing. I watch, think, and put into practice some of their techniques and I improve. The same principle applies in sports, leadership, and in being a Christian. 
It’s fairly useless to say, “I’ll never do that again!” Victory comes as we determine to follow Christ. Colossians 3:1 – 17 is a great section of God’s Word to focus on in this regard. Here God says: “Set your mind on things above… Whatever you do in word or deed, do all in the name of the Lord Jesus, giving thanks through Him to God the Father.” 
The key to victory is not just turning away from some sin but turning to Christ. So let the Marriot chain make its choices for its reasons. Let us make our choice for the glory of Christ. 
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