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“Are We in the ‘Last Days’?”
As I write this the news came this morning of the massive earthquake that hit Japan. The images I watched on television were like something out of a disaster movie. It was surreal. Such events usually evoke the typical question “How could God allow such tragedies?” But it also in some quarters raises the thought that here is another “sign” indicating that Christ is soon to return. After all didn’t Jesus point out that “Nation will rise against nation, and kingdom against kingdom, and in various places there will be famines and earthquakes” (Matthew 24:7)? If that doesn’t sound like our day, then what does? We face rogue nations, an ever more unstable mid-east, false religions and increasing heretical teachings in Christianity (see last week’s blog) economic turmoil, plus a moral crisis of historic proportions. 

So are we in the last days? Well, yes and maybe. Hebrews 1, after noting how God revealed Himself in ages past says in verse 2, “in these last days has spoken to us in His Son…” (emphasis added). So the fact is we have been in the last days since Jesus appeared on earth. Jesus is God’s last word to this world until Christ returns in glory. 

But is Christ coming just around the corner? Maybe. See the fact is, no one knows. Yes another date has been set for Jesus’ coming; May 21 if memory serves me, but again, such date-setting is a waste of time. Why? There are two reasons. First, that verse in Matthew 24:7 quoted above is not the only thing Jesus said about end-time “signs.” In verse 28 of Matthew 24, Jesus goes on to say, “But all these things are merely the beginning of birth pangs.” On another occasion Jesus spoke of various signs but added, “These things must take place first, but the end does not follow immediately” (Luke 21:9). In Matthew 24:42 – 44 Jesus emphasizes over and over that we do not know the time of His coming. “Therefore be on the alert, for you do not know which day your Lord is coming… The Son of Man is coming at an hour when you do not think He will.” 

“But Allan, couldn’t God reveal to someone when Jesus is coming?” Read the next line carefully. The answer: No, no, and ah… no! How can I be so dogmatic on that? It’s simple really. I just accept what Jesus said about this in Matthew 24:36, “But of that day and hour no one knows, not even the angels of heaven, nor the Son, but the Father alone” (emphasis added). 

That Jesus will come is indisputable. When He will return is a mystery we must leave to the providence of God. What we must do is simply be faithful to Christ daily. If we have repented of our sins and entrusted our lives to Christ, living for Him each day, then we are ready for the end whether that end is the end of our individual life or the life of this world. 

So be praying for the people of Japan and the various situations in the world that cause us distress but enough of the “We are the rapture generation” rhetoric. No one knows except God. That’s fine with me. Amen? 
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