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Love Wins? 
The Internet is currently abuzz over a forth-coming book by popular pastor Rob Bell. 
 You may not know him but many young folks do especially through his Nooma series of videos. What is stirring discussion on the Internet is that Bell is rumored to be championing the idea that everybody will be saved in due time. This view is technically known as universalism. 
Until the book is published we have to wait to give a full critique of Bell’s views on universalism but a three minute video is out that promotes the book. It is a disturbing video. In it, Bell tells of someone declaring that Gandhi is in hell. Bell is shocked that this may be so and asks how anyone could know that. From there he mockingly asks how anyone gets into the “small” crowd that escapes hell and wonders out loud how one joins the right group that will miss hell. But Bell isn’t finished yet. He also declares that the traditional gospel actually has Jesus saving us from God who seems all about sending people to hell. Rob Bell is all concerned about how the lost world reacts to this idea clearly blaming the traditional doctrine of hell as chasing people away from Christianity. The end of the video is the clincher. He states that the “good news” is even better than traditionally thought. It is the good news that “love wins.”

If Bell’s book defends the biblical teaching on hell, that will be wonderful. If the video is any indication, it will also be surprising. But what’s the big deal about this? So what if universalism is true and “love wins” in the end? Let me note three ramifications of this view. 

First it means that Jesus was either mistaken or lying about hell. Christ spoke more about hell than He did heaven. Was He wrong to teach about hell as an eternal, horrific place? Did Jesus really not tell us the truth about the afterlife? If all are to be saved and He knew this yet taught hell as an eternal destiny then clearly Jesus is a deceiver. 

Second, we are wasting our lives trying to honor God as He is revealed in Scripture. I mean, if I am going to be saved regardless of what I think about God or how I live my life, then why waste my time praying, studying Scripture, witnessing, giving to missions, etc? 

Third, the greatest minds in Christian history are wrong. Paul, John, Augustine, Luther, Calvin, Owen, Ryle, Spurgeon, and many, many others are wrong but Bell has it right. 

Trust me if Bell proclaims universalism many young people will quickly embrace it. Bell is witty, charming, and philosophical as he ties into the ethos of today’s jaded, postmodern, and biblically illiterate youth culture. He clearly knows their questions. It is the answers he gives that bear attention. Time will tell where Bell stands on this issue. You can only hint around at unorthodox answers for so long before you have to declare yourself. 

If you think doctrine doesn’t matter, I beg you think again. 
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� The book, due out March 29, is entitled Love Wins: A Book About Heaven, Hell and the Fate of Every Person Who Has Ever Lived. The video can be viewed at YouTube, just enter “Rob Bell Love Wins” in the search box. 





