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“Christians Aren’t Perfect Just…” 
Okay, okay, you know the line: “Christians aren’t perfect just forgiven.” And that’s true. But I have been thinking about this idea in light of some experiences I’ve had recently. You may not be aware but for the last year or so I have been learning to cook. Wanting to stay healthy was at first the motivating force in learning how to fix some simple meals at home. What I discovered was a real joy in preparing these dishes and discovering new foods in the process. I, never being one to do something half-way, began to read books on whole foods, cookbooks, watch the Food Network, and study the restaurant industry. As I progressed in my learning I began noticing a recurring theme in just about everything I read or watched. It seems in the world of the culinary arts only one standard is acceptable: perfection. I would hear chefs on shows like Chopped, Iron Chef America, The Next Food Network Star or MasterChef say constantly, “If the food is not perfect, it’s a failure.” At first I thought this was all a bunch of ego-driven hype but as I read of little known chefs in their tucked away restaurants expecting their creations to be “perfect” I started to pay attention. Then recently at one of my favorite places to eat in Omaha I happened to see a sign meant for the servers. In large print the message was this: “Look at each plate. If it’s not perfect send it back!” 
So wait a minute. In a profession not known for its godliness (to say the least) perfection is the only standard that matters. But among Christians, in our churches, where godliness is supposed to be the norm, imperfection is not only tolerated but expected. How often someone sins and it is shrugged off with a “Nobody is perfect” response. Yet Jesus clearly said in Matthew 5:48, “Therefore you are to be perfect, as your heavenly Father is perfect.” 

“But wait a minute,” you say, “nobody is perfect!” That’s true. No chef has created the perfect dish and no believer perfectly lives the Christian life. So what’s the beef (yes, pun intended)? As I see it the problem in Christianity lies in the attitude that easily accepts imperfection. Since we can’t be perfect, why try? Or worse, we sin and say, “Well I’m not perfect.” It can be a subtle thing but the consequences can be huge. Plus, is such an attitude the God of Calvary deserves? 
So we have chefs out there striving constantly for the perfect dish while “Christians” strive for what… lukewarm spirituality, give leftover energy to God’s service, and serve up the smallest portions of time for worship. Shouldn’t we be as zealous for our faith as chefs are for their food? Shouldn’t we be the example to the world of striving for perfection instead of Gordon Ramsay? Here’s a question to mull over: If a chef prepared my food with the same care as I give to the things of God, would I dare eat it? Now that’s food for thought! 
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